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The procession of the black penitents | Lessines

Event planned for the month of March 2025
Lessines - 7860

Phone number (main contact): +32
68 27 07 61

Raphael Debruyn

https://www.lessines.be/loisirs/tourisme/office-de-

tourisme/folklore/procession-des-penitents
This mysterious procession takes place evey year on Good
Friday.

The tradition started in 1475. At the time, a theatre show would

present the entombment and resurrection of Christ.

A unique procession

The station of the cross in Lessines is the only one in the North of
Europe to mention the entombment of Christ. The date in the
religious calendar has been kept and penitents, in black habit

and balaclava. escort Christ in this memorial day.

Program



e Religious service in the Saint Pierre collegiate church with

readings, songs, invocations and extracts of Bach's Passions

e Procession through the town, plunged into darkness. Some of
the penitents use their drums, others carry wax torches to light

the way

e Once back at the collegiate church, the ritual of Christ

entombment then takes place
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The information contained herein is provided as a guide only.

We recommend that you check with the local supplier before you leave.
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